THE MAN

self-restraint. Without any introductory remarks what-
ever, he said, as I remember it:

" 'I have written this address for you/ waving it at the
audience, 'but I will not deliver it. I want to give you
niggers a few words of plain talk and advice. No such
address as you have just listened to is going to do you any
good; it's going to spoil you. You had better not listen
to such speeches. You might just as well understand
that this is a white man's country, as far as the South is
concerned, and we are going to make you keep your place.
Understand that. I have nothing more to say to you.'

"The audience was taken back as much by the blunt-
ness of the remarks as if they had been doused with cold
water. Indignation was everywhere visible on the coun-
tenances of the people. But Mr. Washington appeared
unruffled. On the contrary, his heavy jaw was hard set
and his eyes danced in a merry measure. It was a time to
keep one's temper and wits, and he did so, as usual. With-
out betraying any feeling in the matter,- and when every-
body expected him to announce the next speaker, he said:

" * Ladies and Gentlemen: I am sure you will agree with
me that we have had enough eloquence for one occasion.
We shall listen to the next speaker at another occasion,
when we are not so fagged out. We will now rise, sing
the doxology, and be dismissed/

''The audience did so, but it was the most funereal
proceeding I had ever witnessed upon such an occasion.
Mr. Washington's imperturbable good nature alone saved
the day."
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